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Friday, June 16th, 2017

As I write this, the last day of The Pin Shoot dawns. It has been a reunion for a lot of us
shooters, many of whom haven’t seen each other in almost 20 years after two dozen years of
shooting pins every year here in Central Lake, Michigan. We respectfully and wistfully discuss
our fellow shooters who have passed in the interim, and get caught up after the long hiatus.
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In the previous blog entry here, James Pritchett commented, “…any practice is good practice.
Seems I remember a young, early teens maybe, giving everyone a severe whipping in clearing
the table.” Brother Pritchett has a good memory. That would be Johnny Robbins, circa 1977 and
thirteen years old at the time, who smoked us all with a 3.9 second run to react to the start signal,
come up with a .45, and blow ﬁve pins a yard back off the table 25 feet away, the time being
stopped when the last pin hit the ground.
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Time has passed. John is retired now! He was there at the shoot, and shot some damn ﬁne runs.
As a boy batching it with a great single dad, they shot the “pro tour circuit” of the time together.
We lost Jack Robbins, Sr. altogether too soon to cancer, but I like to think that somewhere, Jack
Robbins is smiling this week.

It all wraps up tonight at an awards ceremony. It is good to see this iconic event back in
business. Met some Backwoods Home readers there this year, and hope to see more in 2018.
With Rosanna and Randy Ray. Randy is an old-time pin shooter and a regular here at the blog.
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Forty years later, now retired, John Robbins shows the form he used to win the match overall
when he was thirteen.

Denny Reichard manages the recoil of S&W .500 Magnum as he blows the last of 3 pins 14.5
feet backward in new event, The Big Push. He is in second place by a tenth of a second at this
writing.

Estrogen power! Front to back, Gail Pepin with Springﬁeld XD .45 GAP pistol, and Deb
Higgins and Bonnie Young with 12 gauge shotguns, destroy two dozen bowling pins at once.
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4 Responses to “SHOOTERS‛ REUNION”
1.

Roger Willco Says:
June 16th, 2017

Whoa! What a blast!
2.

Linda Says:
June 17th, 2017

Dear Sweet Denny. Still shooting canons I see….
http://backwoodshome.com/blogs/MassadAyoob/2017/06/16/shooters-reunion/

2/3

7/7/2017

Massad Ayoob » Blog Archive » SHOOTERS’ REUNION

3.

Randy-People'sRepublic of Illinois Says:
June 17th, 2017

This was a great shoot. Well run, ﬁrst time I had my gun weighed to make sure it was
within the shoot’s specs. I shot it with my stock Colt Gold Cup just like I did 37 years ago.
Mas and Gail were their usual amiable and friendly good people.
I didn’t count the number of tables but I believe there must have been 27 in the main
event.
Rich Davis was the same silly personality, especially when he tried shooting down a drone
with a starter pistol.
Looking forward to next year.
4.

Fruitbat44 Says:
June 20th, 2017

It sounds as if a good time was had by all.
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Please address questions and comments regarding this blog to blogs@backwoodshome.com. Comments may appear
online in "Feedback" or in the "Letters" section of Backwoods Home Magazine. Although every email is read, busy
schedules generally do not permit personal responses.
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